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May-June 2009, Newsletter column for ACA magazine Across America.  

Okay ever ybody at t he count of t hr ee put your hands t oget her f or Sandy Gallup.  Yes 
Sandy Gallup t he Acr oss Amer ica Edit or f or many a moon is going t o smell t he r oses f or 
a while.   J ane Lihou, will be t aking over t he posit ion as t he new Acr oss Amer ica Editor.  
Welcome Jane, may you have the same success that Sandy has enjoyed.      

Leslie Pet t inger our Nor t hwest Chapt er , Member ship Chair has been busy going t hr ough 
t he ACA Nat ional Rost er and f ound some ACA member s t hat lived in our ar ea t hat wer e 
not in our Chapt er .  She has signed up f our new member s, yea Welcome Dennis Snyder 
and Tim J ewsbur y t hey j ust moved t o Bend, OR f r om Palm Spr ings.  Kit t y & Bill Wong 
from Calgary, Alberta, Kris Thorleifson and Denise Vollet from Langley, British Columbia 
and Aiko & Larry Alva from Anchorage, Alaska, have also joined our group.  Please accept 
a GREAT BIG WELCOME from the Northwest Chapter.  YEA WELCOME.  

Our member s have r eally been act ive t hese past f ew weeks; her e is what some of t hem 
have been doing.  After spending six fun filled weeks in Yuma, AZ, Carita and I spent six 
weeks j ust enj oying being par ked next t o t he Color ado River , below Par ker Ar izona.  We 
should be home in Flor ence, Or egon mid Apr il.  Alick & Tr udy Muxlow ar e spending most 
of Apr il in Palm Spr ings.  Dot t ie & Manny Vasquez ar e st ill t hr owing t hose gr eat par t ies 
in Yuma and will be headed f or Oakdale, CA in May.  Doubt if we see t hem at t heir place 
in Or egon t his year .  Tony St ellar made it t o t he ACC St one Mount ain r ally.  He and 
Lynne Willenbur g will be at t he Blanchar d, I daho r ally and Lynne will par t icipat e in t he 
Coeur d Alene Four t h of J uly par ade.  St u & Kar en Mer lich spent t en days in Mexico 
wit h t en ot her coaches f our of t hem Amer ican Coaches.  They will be leaving t heir 
winter digs in Yuma and head for Oregon and spend their time between Bend and Osprey 
Point .  Ter r y & Tr uman Bennet t have been in Mesa, Quar t zsit e and La Paz, Ar izona f or 
t he past f ew mont hs and head f or Decat ur mid Apr il.  Ter r y will r epr esent t he 
Nor t hwest Chapt er at t he ACA Nat ional at Texar kana.  Russ & Mar ie Tr aut man have 
been t ooling ar ound Yuma in t heir new Smar t Car and will be headed home t o Wyoming 
soon. Sheri & George Tomaszewski are not acting their age.  They have taken up Tandem 
Bicycling and r ecent ly went on a bike r ally wit h f or t y-one ot her couples.  I t hink t he 
f ir st r ide was f or f our or f ive days and wor king wit h t he element s; cold weat her , t he 
winds, 6% grades, up and down hill.  Sheri says you really warm up on a three mile 6% up-
hill gr ade.  Good f or you guys, keep on, keeping on!  Leslie Pet t inger has had sur ger y on 
bot h wr ist s; it s all-good and she is now r eady t o r ally .  J im & Rut h Annan ar e headed 



  
f or J acksonville, FL f or his annual WW-2 r e-union wit h his past ship mat es.  J im says 
the numbers are dwindling fast and this year they are going on a Caribbean Cruise.  Way 
t o go and J im t hank you f or your ser vice.   For mer ACA Nat ional Pr esident & Secr et ary, 
Al & Bar bar a Knox ar e going t o hang up t heir RVing hat s and put on t heir Har ley hat s.  
Thanks not only f or all of t he ef f or t s and par t icipat ion bot h of you put int o t he 
Associat ion, but t hank you f or all of t he GOOD memor ies.  I f ollowed t he Whit e Owl 
many a mile and now it s f or sale.  I f you have any int er est in pur chasing t his 1993 
American Eagle contact Al Knox.  Another coach for sale is from Charter Members Jack 
& J anice Donnovan.  Their beaut if ul 2004 Tr adit ion is f or sale due t o healt h issues.  
They cur r ent ly ar e in Yuma and will head home lat er t his spr ing.  I f int er est ed; let me 
know and I will tell you how to contact them.  There has been some discussion about who 
has had t he most Amer ican Coaches.  I t hink our member s Nan & Bob Simpkins come 
near the top with seven.  Way to go Bob & Nan, A.C. loves you guys, so do we.  

RALLI ES, yes we have r allies.  The next one will be in Blanchar d, I daho at t he St one 
Ridge Mot or Home Village, J uly 2-6, 2009.  Ter r y & Tr uman Bennet t will host t his one 
and as you have r ead t hey have been pr et t y busy and as you know t hey know how t o put 
on good/ gr eat r allies.  The r ally will include a welcome dinner , golf , Four t h of J uly 
par ade at Coeur d Alene, a cr af t f air , scenic boat r ide on t he lake and much, much mor e.  
I f all goes well t hey should r et ur n f r om Texar kana near t he f ir st of J une.  Expect 
eit her an e-f lyer or a mailed f lyer by t he t ent h of J une.  Don t panic, it s all going t o 
work out.  Yes we have room for you and yes the Northern California Chapter is welcome 
as all ACA Chapter members are welcome.    

CARAVANS, yes we have car avans.  We ll leave Blanchar d, I D on t he 6th of J uly f or t he 
2,000-mile t r ip t o Decat ur , I N., f or t he ACC Coming Home Rally.  Rolling r allies or 
Car avans can be a lot of f un, hope you will j oin us on t his advent ur e.  We will ar r ive in 
Decat ur on t he 12th of J uly.  For t hose of you t hat haven t been t o Decat ur , get r eady 
for a good time.  Contact me if you re interested or just join us on the way.  

Carita and I are going to spend some time in the New England States after the rallies so 
t hat we will be able t o at t end t he ACA Columbus, OH r ally Sept ember 10th 

 

15th.  We 
will then head for Lakeside, Montana.  

MORE RALLI ES, yes we have mor e r allies.   J anice & J ack Donovan, Char t er ACA 
member s will be host ing t his one.  I t will be at Lakeside, Mont ana near Glacier Par k t he 
dat es ar e Sept ember 22nd 

 

26th.   They have a f ull schedule planned.  Two t hings, f ir st 
I want t o push t he I daho r ally in t his issue and not conf use ever yone t alking about bot h 
rallies, secondly I have run out of the space Sandy/Charlie will let me have; so, I have to 



  
stop now. Sorry.    

Our sincer e appr eciat ion and successf ul wishes f or all of t he f olks at Fleet wood and 
Amer ican Coach dur ing t his t ough economic decision making t ime.  We r e her e f or you.  
NO, NO that doesn t mean I m ordering a new coach today.       

Lord, please look over and protect all of the men and women in service to our country 
and guide the country s leaders to success through this difficult economic time we are 
going through.    

Travel safe, be happy,  

Merritt Mosby, Northwest Chapter President 
sf   


